NOON BIBLE STUDY: GENESIS 37

WE CLOSED GENESIS 35 & 36 LEA
FOCUS OF OUR READING WILL TUR

RNING OF [SAAC'S DEATH AND READING THROUGH THE GENEALOGICAL ACCOUNT OF JACOB & ESAU. NOW THE
N TO JRCOB'S SONS, WITH JOSEPH, HIS FIRST SON THROUGH RACHEL BEING THE LEADING FIGURE

GENESIS 37:1-4 - JOSEPH

FOCUS OF 60D'S STORY.  AND HIS INTRODUCTION INTO THAT STORY IS VERY

OSEPH THE SEVENTEEN YEAR OLD SON OF JACOB BECOMES THE
HE TEXT TELLS US THAT JOSEPH 1S LOVED BY KIS FATHER “MORE THAN AL #1S SONS™ (V- 3) AND THAT IS BROTHERS

KNT RESHNG T
ALL KNEW THIS. THE MULTICOLORED ROBE WAS ALSO A GIVERWRY. (DYES AND COLORED WOOLS WOULD HAVE BEEN EXPENSIVE AND SO
THIS CORT WOULD HAVE BEEN COSTLY AND RRRE).

HERE AGAIN WE SEE THE SINS OF THE FATHERS BEING PASSED ON 10 THE SONS. LET'S THINK ABOUT THIS FOR A MOMENT JACOB WAS
THE SON OF [SAAC. REMEMBER THAT ISAAC HAD TWO SONS - ESAU (OLDER) AND JACOB. ESAU WAS A HUNTER AND FAVORED BY HIS
FATHER 1SAAC

GENESIS 75:78 - NOW ISAAC LOVED ESAU, BECAUSE HE HAD A TASTE FOR GAME, BUT REBEKAH LOVED JACOD

AND NOW JACOB 1S PASSING ON THIS SAME TRAIT TO JOSEPHY JOSEPH WAS "THE SON OF HIS OLD AGE™ AND THE FIRST BORN SON 0F

JRCOB THROUGH RACHEL - IS FAVORITE WIFE WHO WAS BARREN FOR SO LONG. IT MAKES SENSE THAT JACOB LOVED JOSEPH FOR THIS

REASON, BUT FAVORING HIM OVER HIS BROTHERS AND ESSENTIALLY RUBBING THIS FACT IN THEIR FACES WAS NOT KIND OR WISE  YET THE
ENERATIONAL DYSFUNCTION CONTINUES

WE MAY KNOW WHAT THIS 1S LIKE, PERHAPS WE HRAD A PARENT WHO FAVORED ANOTHER SIBLING OVER IS, MAYBE YOUR MOTHER FA R
HE BOYS OF THE FAMILY OR YOUR THE R VORED THE GIRLS. PERHAPS IT SEEMED LIKE YOUR DIVORCED PARENT(S) FAVORED A N
SPOUSE OR PARTNER OVER YOU. MAYBE YOUR PARENT(S) RESENTED THE FACT YOU WERE BR N AT HB(MSE THE NATURE IN WH](H
YOU WERE CONCEIVED.  THESE SCENARIOS ALL STING AND SOUR ONE'S HEART AND SENSE OF SELF WORTH.

WHILE THE TEAT DOESN'T SPEAK TO THE EMOTIONAL STATE OF JACOB'S FAMILY, THE CIRCUMSTANCES ARE SURE RIPE FOR THESE KINDS OF
WOUNDS TO BF INFLECTED AND THEN GROW. AND ALL OF THIS IS BEFORE WHA T HAPPENS NEXT

GENESIS 37:5-8 - JOSEPH'S FIRST DREAM

NOT ONLY DOES JACOB FAVOR JOSEPH BUT NOW THE IMPLICATION OF JOSEPH'S DREAMS (AND HIS SHARING THEM
THAT GOD FAVOR'S JOSEPH TO0Y JOSEPH DRE AMS ABOUT SHEAVES OF WHERT IN'A FIELD REPRESENTING EACH BRO
TALL BUNDLE OF THIS WHEAT THAT REPRESENTED JOSEPH.  WAS JOSEPH INNOCENTLY ASKING FOR H1S OLDER B8RO
DISTURBING DREAM HE HAD? WAS HE MMRE 0 THE TMPLIED SYMBOLISM AND RUBBING 1T IN THE

THESE VERSES ALONE, BUT THE END RES

WITH IS FAMILY) IMPLY
THER BOMING DOWN TO A
THER'S INSIGHT INTO A
(R FACES? TS HARD TO TELL FROM
|

it
ULT WAS MORE HATRED FROM JOSEPR'S BROTHERS TOWARDS THEIR DREAMING LITTLE 8RO
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GENESIS 37:9-11 - JOSEPH'S SECOND DREAM

ER JOSEPH HAS ANOTHER DREAM, THIS TIME WITH SYMBOLIC IMAGERY

BROTHERS WOULD SERVE HIM, BUT ALSO HIS MOTHER (PROBABLY MEANING LEAH AT THIS TIME) AND FATHER JACOB WOULD
TOO\ MOB REBUKES” H PHAND H1S BR THERS GET MORE JEALOUS. JACOB FINDS [T SILLY THAT JOSEPH WOULD DREAM ABOUT SUCH
THINGS, BUT AT THE SAN HM ETAKES NOT OF [T IN THE QUIETNESS OF HIS HEART ~ MEANWHILE, JOSEPH IS LEFT STILL TRYING T0 SORT
OUT WHAT THESE DREAMS MEAN

SOM HM LAT ¥ (SUN, MOON & STARS) WHICH IMPLY THAT NOT ONLY
SEOR'S

GENESIS 37:12-1¢ - JOSEPH LOOKS FOR BROTHERS, BROTHERS WANT T0 KILL HIM

IIL’ =S ;{
—-a Joseph’s search fgr hls brothers

08 (NOW REFERRED T0 M TIMES BY "ISRREL™) SENDS YOUNG
EPH TO CHECK ON THE WELFARE OF HIS BROTHERS WHO ARE
PHERDING JACOB'S LO[K FRFROM WHERE THEY WERE
IDING IN THE VALLEY OF HEBRON (V. 14). HE FIRST GOES TO
CHEM (V. )RNDTHNTRF\ ELS TO DOTHAN (V. 17).

—a Ishmaelite traders’ probable ’

JAC
)05
SHE
RES
SHE

AT LAST JOSEPH IS ABLE TO LOCATE HIS BROTHERS.  REMEMBER
THIS WOULD AAVE BEEN TOUGH TO NAVIGATE WITHOUT PHONES
AND 6PS ETC. SO A LOT OF TINE F\ND FORT IS INVOLVED IN
THIS SEARCH. JOSEPH'S BROTHERS SEE JOSEPH'S APPROACK FROM
FAR AWAY (PROBABLY BECAUSE WHO HSE 19 WH\RING i
COLORFUL COAT?) AND BEGIN TO PLOT TO PUT HIM TO DEATH
|

19 oW,

L S JOW DOES THIS HAPPENY THIS 1S THEIR BROTHER.  THESE ARE
a4 Aduuam. e THE SAME MEN WHO SINNED IN ORDER TO STAND P FOR THEIR
710 EGYPT Mam 7 SISTER DINAR WHEN SHE WAS EXPLOITED AND NOW THEY SEE
s PHebron - THEIR OWN FLESH AND BLOOD AND LONG TO KILL M

e g JERLOUSY, ANGER, AND HATRED ARE POISONS TO THE SOUL)
Juerar? :

i Tl 05"} JOSEPH IS FAVORED BY JACOB, HAS DRERMS THAT DEMEN HIS
o e i Ll OLDER BROTHERS AND NOW THEY ARE READY TO FILL A YES
T h THAT'S EXACTLY WHAT WE'RE RERDING BECAUSE THAT I

EXRCTLY WHAT HAPPENS. DAY AFTER DAY WHEN A HUMAN HEART DWELLS ON HOW THEY HAVE BEEN HURT AND OFFENDED, HOW THEY HAUE

BEEN EXCLUDED O PASSED OVER, HOW THEY HAVE BEEN UNLOVED BEGING TO FILL OUR SOULS WITH POISON AND THIS BITTERNESS,
RESENTMENT LEADS TO ANGER. RAGE, AND A DESIRE T0 ALLEVIATE THE PAIN AND HURT THAT WE FEEL - OPENING US UP T0 CONSIDER
AND NTERTAIN ANY HEANS NECESSARY TO CANGE OUR SITURTION - EVEN AT TIMES T0 DESTROY THE ONE WHO SEEHS T0 BE THE ReAson
ME FEEL THIS WAY

ADD TO THIS THE EVIL ONE AND HIS FORCES PUSHING HUMANITY AWAY FROM GOD AND WE CAN SEE HOW MURDER HAPPENS, VIOLENCE
RETRIBUTITON OCCURS, MASS SHOOTINGS CAN BE POSSIBLE AND EVEN DOMESTIC ABUSE EXISTS. [T ALL STARTS IN THE HEART,
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OSEPH'S BROTHERS ARE CRITICIZING KIS RAINBOW JACKET ONE DAY AND TALKING ABOUT KILLING HIM THE NEXT 1T ALL STARTS IN THE
HEART.

GENESIS 37:19-74 - THE BROTHERS PLOT TO KILL JOSEPH. REUBEN INTERVIENES. JOSEPH ATTACKED
SURE ENOUGH THE BROTHERS ARENT JUST MAKING EMPTY THREATS. IF NOT FOR THE ELDEST SON REUBEN'S INTERVENTION (EIT

MOTIV P\T ED B COMPASSION OR GUILT), THE BROTHERS WOULD HAVE KILLED THEIR YOUNG BROTHER WHEN HE ARRIVED TO CHECK ON THEN
THEY MOCK HIM " AERE COMES THIS DREAMER”, LITERRLLY MEANING " #EPF COMES THE MASTER OF DREANS™ THEN THEY JUMP HIM, STR!P
HIM AND THROW HIM INTO A PIT.

GENESIS 37:75-78 - JOSEPH SOLD TO TRADERS HEADING FOR EGYPT

THE VERY NEXT VERSE AFTER JOSEPH'S BROTHER'S ATTACK HIM AND THROW HIM IN'A PIT IS GENESIS 37:25 "THEN THEY SAT DOWN T0 A
MEAL™  YIKESY THEY HAVE NO GUILT OR SHAME ABOUT WHAT THEY HAVE JUST DONEL THEY ASSAULT THEIR LITTLE BROTHER AND THEN
SAY "PASS THE SALT™ AT DINNER!

REUBEN. WHO HAD PLANNED TO SECRETLY SAVE JOSEPH LATER, HAS STEPPED AWAY AND WHILE HE 15 GONE THE OTHER BROTHERS CONSPIRE
T0 MAKE SOME MONEY OFF OF JOSEPHY THEY SEE SOM TRADERS HEADING TO EGYPT AND SELL THEIR BROTHER TO THEM AS A SLAVE

READ THAT AGAIN. JOSEPH'S BROTHERS TRKE KM UP OUT OF THE PIT AND SELL HIM TO SOME TRADERS HEADING TO EGYTY /SAF M7
AGA/N) AND OFF JOSEPH, THE FAVORED SON OF JACOB, 60

.
i T
.
GENESIS 37:79-36 - JACOB TOLD JOSEPH HAS DIED

REUBEN RETURNS AND SEES IS LITTLE BROTHER 1S GONE AND IS DEVASTATED WHEN THE OTHER BROTHERS TELL HIM WHRT HAPPENE

WHAT HRPPENS NET 1S NEARLY AS BAD AS THE ACTIONS THEY HAVE DONE UP TO THIS POINT. THE TRKE JOSEPK'S COLO R Il HOM R J
[T AND DIPPED [T IN 8LOOD. THEY RETURN TO JACOD THEIR FATHER AND LIE TO HIM THAT HIS SON, HIS FAVORITE SON, JOSEPY 1S DEA
OUGH WE KNOW JOSEPH 1S STILL ALI
WILL BLAME HIMS LFFOR SENDING
W t

SOMEWHERE, JACOB WILL NOW MOURN INANGUISH AND SHOCK THAT HIS SON IS DEAD. PERKAPS
FF il
RWARD, LIVES INFERR AND IN TH

TH It
il HIM ON THE JOURNEY TO BEGIN WITH? HE MOURNS FOR MANY DAYS AND AS WE WILL SEE GOING
il ABUNDANCE OF CAUTION IN HIS DECISIONS T0 COME.

AND 1S SONS, THE VERY ONES RESPONSIBLE FOR JOSEPH'S "DEATH" AND DISAPPEARANCE GATHER TO COMFORT THEIR CRUSHED FATHER AND
CONSOLE M. DISGUSTING.

FOR JACOB, HE IS LIVING IN RERL TIME WITH THE HORRIFIC NEWS OF IS SON'S DEATH - 8UT FOR VS, THE CHAPTER ENDS WITH INFORMATION INTO
WHAT WILL HAPPEN NEXT IN THE LIFE OF OUR LEAD MAN JOSEPH. HE'S AFRAID. FAR FROM HOME, AN D SLAVE, BUT HE'S NOT ALONE WELL
DISCOVER THE HEART OF THIS MAN RS WE READ ON.

FOR NOW WE WH PRUSE AND CONSIDER THE MANY EMOTIONS OF THIS (HRP ER RS WEDISCUSSED ABOVE, JEALOUSY, ANGER AND OTHER tviL
TOWINS POLLUTE THE HUMAN HEART AT FIRST IT MAY SEEM LIXE THESE F KNGS F\RE INTERNAL, SOMETHING WE CAN HIDE, STUFF, "6ET OVER”

WE ARE TOL D TO THINK POSITIVELY", "MOVE ON", "DON'T LIVE IN THE P RST T THESE EVIL THINGS DON'T 60 AWAY JUST BE(F\USE WE STOP
HINKKNG ABOUT THEM. THIS 1 ?MPORH\NT FOR US 10 1F F\RN AND EMBRACE HF\TR ED. RESENTMENT, JEALOUSY AND THE LIKE DO NOT GO AWAY
JUST BECAUSE THEY ARE BELOW THE SURFACE. PLACED INTHE RIGHT SITUATION, THEY WILL BOIL OVER AND EXPLODE IN OUR LIVES.

ALS
t
HINK
t
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INLIGHT OF THIS MANY PEOPLE

£ STRA
STAY AWAY FROM A CERTAIN PERSON
0KE 0
i

PERS

RATEGIZE HOW TO AVOID THE PEOPLE AND SITUATIONS THAT WON'T SET YOU OFF STAY AWAY FROM FAMILY,
ONALITY, AVOID CONFLICT, AVOID CONFRONTATION, AVOID PEOPLE WHO ASK TOO MANY QUESTIONS, AVOID
RELATIONSHIPS THAT MIGHT 7 b
ACTIONS BUT REALLY THEY F\R L

.

ALl

OR PRY. AND WE THINK WE'RE GOOD BECAUSE WE ARE NOT EXPERIENCING THESE NEGATIVE EMOTIONS AND

STILL THERE, THEY ARE JUST BELOW THE SURFACE

THERE WERE

TH R LIVES
N VOLUN

URELY DMS WHERE JOSEPH'S BROTHERS WEREN'T TICKED OFF ABOUT JOSEPH WHILE THEY WERE DOZENS OF MILES AWAY FROM JOSEPH.
ROBABLY SEEMED TO IMPROVE WHEN THE CAUSE OF THEIR PROBLEMS, IN THEIR MlNDS OS EPH, WASN'T AROUND. MAYBE THE BROTHERS
TEERED T0 60 WITH THE FLOCKS JUST TO GET OUT OF TOWN AND HAVE A CHANGE OF SCENERY. BUT REALLY ALL THAT WAS HAPPENING
W\S THEY WERE PUTTING THEMSELVES IN'A PLACE TO AVOID THE EVIL IN THEIR SOULS TO BE STIRRED UP- AND THEN ONE DAY THEY SAW JOSEPH
AND H15 COLORFUL (OM ON THE HORIZON AND EVERYTHING STARTED TO BUBBLE UIP AGAIN. SEE IT WASN'T GONE, IT WAS HIDDEN. THEY HADN'T
CHANGED, THEY fAD EEN AVOIDING.  THEIR STRATEGY DIDN'T WORK. RS SOON AS JOSEPH CAME BACK INTO THE PICTURE THE SLEEPING SINS
AVOKE AND THEY PH\NNED TO MURDER AND ULTIMATELY BEAT JOSEPH, SOLD JOSEPH AND LIED STRATGHT FACED TO THEIR FATHER - DESTROYING HIS
WORLD.

S
P

HERE'S A BETTER IDEA INSTEAD OF LIVING A LIFE ON THE RUN FROM THE PLACES AND PEOPLE THAT WILL STIR UP THE EVIL INSIDE OF YOV,
SURRENDER TO JESUS CHRIST AND ALLOW GOD TO CHANGE YOU HEART - IN'FACT, HE WANTS TO GIVE US A NEW HERRT AND A NEW MIND THAT
WORKS AS 1T SHOULD. THOUGH WE STILL WILL BF CHALLENGED WITH EVIL AND TEMPTED TO SIN, WE WON'T NEED TO FEAR FACING THE THINGS

INSIDE US BECAUSE WE CAN BE FORGIVEN AND FREE FROM ANY AND ALL SIN

CHRISTIAN, DON'T LIVE A LIFE ON THE RUN, DON'T LIVE A LIFE OF FEAR OR FEELING YOU HAVE TO SUPPRESS AND HIDE - INSTEAD, WE CAN FIND

F

REEDOM.

HERE'S AN IDER - LIVE YOUR LIFE IN SECRET, WEARING A MASK, HIDING WHAT'S REALLY GOING ONINYOUR SOUL, RUNNING FROM PEOPLE AND
SITUNTIONS THAT WILL CHALLENGE YOU, PRE ND!NG T0 BE "BETTER™ WHEN YOU'RE BROKEN JUST BECAUSE YOU'RE NOT ACTIVELY BEATING
PEOPLE P DOESN'T MEAN THE ANGER S BURIED IN THE PIT OF YOUR SOUL. IS THAT OV YOU WANT 10 LIVE?

HERE'S A BETTER IDEA - RECEIVE A NEW HEART AND THE COURAGE TO FACE OUR FEARS AND ALLOW GOD TO CHANGE US. THEN, NO MATTER WHAT
YOU HAVE TO FACE OR WHO YOU HAVE TO BE AROUND, YOU CAN BE FREE AND COURAGEOUS AND HOLY IN HEART, MIND AND SOUL

THAT SOUNDS 600D 0 ME
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